Tom Sender
knew that the burden simply could be borne no longer.
A valve had to be opened. They thought a general
strike would change the entire situation.
The Frankfurt union heads had met and had averted
a local general strike by referring the decision to Berlin,
A large part of the workers refused to abide by this
decision. Excitement rose higher, and the workers
decided immediately to call together all the shop
stewards in the city. The workers from the factories
themselves would decide. Neither party nor union
leadership was consulted. I learned of this decision
and sought out the political leaders, the industrial
leaders, all those who held high positions in the
administration. I pleaded with them, " Let us go to
the meeting this evening. Perhaps our efforts will be
in vain, but we hold our authority only for the purpose
of using it in such decisive hours. Let us try to save
the workers from injuring themselves." The plea was
rejected by everyone : " This evening's meeting is a
mad affair. We will have nothing to do with it."
What could be done? I decided to go. I felt 2
duty to point out to the workers the economic con-
sequences of a strike. At this moment a general strik(
would be welcomed by the employers. Until nov
the factories had been able, to a large extent, to manu
facture for export. But now, through the tremendou
rise in prices, the export trade was practically cut ofi
Domestic buying power was also very low. A genera
"strike would only permit the industrialists to free them
selves from their contractual commitments. Durinj
this period there were still laws extending to workers
protection against dismissal. A strike would enabl
the employers to evade their legal responsibilitie
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